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Introductory Remarks: Susanne Dyrbøl, President of EuroACE 
 

  Moderator:  Geoff MEADE, Meade Davis Communications 
 

     Quiz Session 1: The Commission Buildings - Are they in line with EU Directives? 

 Gabor Toth, Head of Sector at the Unit 'Technical services, Building management' – 
  Office des Infrastructures et Logistique à Bruxelles, European Commission  
     
       Quiz Session 2: Energy Performance Certificates—What role, challenges, future?  
     Bogdan Atanasiu, Head of Research, Buildings Performance Institute Europe 
  

       Quiz Session 3: Energy Efficient Buildings— Multiple benefits and need for ambition 
 James Drinkwater, World Green Building Council-European Regional Network  
 Ingrid Reumert, Vice-President, Public Affairs & Sustainability, Velux 
   
   Conclusions: Adrian Joyce, Secretary General of EuroACE 
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The Commission Buildings – Are they in line with EU Directives?  
Gabor TOTH, 
        Head of Sector at the Unit Technical services,  
         Building management in the Office for Infrastructure 
         and Logistics in Brussels (OIB)  
         European Commission 
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Are the Commission buildings in line with EU Directives? 



Commission building park 
• 73 buildings (67 to 75) 
• 1,000,000 m² useful area (above ground) 
• mixed ownership structure 

- 10 buildings owned 
- 5 can be considered as owned 
- rest under more or less more exotic constructions 

- 2 buildings in Flanders, rest in Brussels Region 
- 370 GWh primary energy consumption 
- 15 M€ annual energy cost 

 













-32% in last ten years 



-56% in last ten years 



• Energy Performance of Buildings 
 

• transposed in Brussels: May 2010 
 

• 1st public body to certify 
a building: Commission (DM28) 

• 1st public body to submit complete 
building park: Commission 

Directive 2002/91/EC 



Directive 2002/91/EC cont'd 



• Article 5 covers 15 buildings 
• annual requirement for the Commission 

- 7,851 m² to renovate 
or 

- 892,637 kWh to save (1%; Brussels  0,13%) 

• implementation plan submitted to EC in April 
- 4 buildings to renovate 
- 1 building to abandon without replacement 
- 3.6 GWh energy to save (plan foresees 7 GWh) 

 

Directive 2012/27/EU 



Conclusion 

Are the Commission buildings 
in line with EU Directives? 

Yes, they are. 

The Commission 
walks in/with front. 



TÓTH Gábor, gabor.toth@ec.europa.eu 



Energy Performance Certificates – What role, 
challenge, future? 
Bogdan ATANASIU, 
        Head of Research, BPIE 
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Energy Efficient Buildings – Multiple Benefits and need 
for ambition 

                        James DRINKWATER, WGBC - ERN 
                      Ingrid REUMERT, VELUX A/S 
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Productivity Potential 

http://www.worldgbc.org/files/1513/6608/0674/Business_Case_For_Green_Building_Report_WEB_2013-04-11.pdf


Emerging Market Trends  



Health, wellbeing and productivity 

A new WorldGBC project – measuring impact and sharing best practice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“...there is still some way to go before this kind of evidence informs 

investment decisions.”  
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Energy Efficient Buildings 
 

- From a costumer perspective 
 

Ingrid Reumert, VP Public Affairs & Sustainability, VELUX A/S 
 
 
 
 

Ingrid.Reumert@velux.com  
Twitter: @Ingridreumert 

VELUX Group 



Energy consumption 2050 Buildings, 
globally 

• Key Findings from the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC, Fifth 
Assessment Report, June 2014): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Save energy, the next holidays, new 
kitchen or child education? 

http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=iVKh7Brw46TQ6M&tbnid=tB2qTkEXlPbKsM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.redorbit.com/news/technology/1112735080/new-car-smell-dangerous-112012/&ei=jkOQU8idNsiDyAOijYFo&bvm=bv.68235269,d.bGQ&psig=AFQjCNFbbDXepmJhloj2yVEKcuYMRFLv7A&ust=1402049783511534


We need a revolution  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• But where is the ignition?  
• How to trigger renovation of buildings in Europe? 
• Without making the mistakes of the past 

 
• We need a bottom up movement  
• What do the customers want?  



Our customers are all over the world 



Digitalisation 

Sustainability 

Ageing populations 

Health & wellness 

Consumers 

Mega trends influence consumers’ 
everyday life 

Global Mega Trends Impact on everyday life 

And the recession… 

Home Security  
Expanding 

Protection from  
Unhealthy Air 

Baby Boomers Future 
Proofing their Homes 

Reducing the  
Energy Bill 

Urbanisation 

Individualisation 

Globalisation 
Children in Focus 

Do It Yourself  DYI 
Health 

And many more areas… 
Good enough 

Climate change 



• Recent global survey, Boston Consulting Group* 

 

 

 

 

 

• However, consumer confidence has increased in 21 out of 32 European markets in 
Q1 2014** 

• Household saving rate stable in Europe in 2013*** 

 

 

 

Consumers are still marked by the recession… 

• 59% of consumers in developed economies are anxious about the future, and nearly half do not expect 
economic improvement in the next few years 

• 43% either do not feel financially secure or believe they are in financial trouble 

* Boston Consulting Group, October, 2013.  Survey includes 23 000 respondents across Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Spain, the UK, and 
the US  

** Nielsen Global Consumer Confidence Survey, Q1, 2014 
*** Eurostat newsrelease euroindicators, 14/2014, 28 January 2014 



Trends for consumers 
Trading up “my home” 

Trading up  in 
areas related to 
home, family 
and health  

Trading down 
on luxury and 
“frills” 



19% 
21% 

19% 

17% 

22% 

30% 

39% 

23% 

34% 

45% 

35% 35% 

25% 

36% 

43% 

France Germany Italy Spain UK

Wave 1 (2010) Wave 2 (2011) Wave 3 (2012)

Source: CEB Iconoculture Values and Lifestyle Survey, 2012 

Rising interest in home improvements 

across Europe 

Q: “How often do you make home improvements?” 
Chart shows percentage of respondents answering “several times a year” 



Comfort and health  
- key driver for trading up? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Note: Preliminary qualitative research for VELUX among house owners in Germany.  
Prioritisation of Active House principles  

 

 
 
 

GERMANY* Amount of 1st 
priorities 

Amount of 2nd 
priorities 

Amount of 3rd 
priorities 

Comfort, Well being and 
Health 

12 2 1 

Energy consumption 2 12 1 

Environmental concerns 1 1 13 

FRANCE* Amount of 1st 
priorities 

Amount of 2nd 
priorities 

Amount of 3rd 
priorities 

Comfort, well being and 
Health 

8 4 2 

Energy consumption 5 9 0 

Environment concerns 1 1 12 



• 10-50 % of the indoor environments where people live, work and play in Europe are damp 
(estimated by WHO 2009*) 

 

 

• Productivity & learning abilities 

• The learning abilities of children can be improved by up to 15%** 

• Improved productivity (the productivity of adults can be improved by up to 15%*** 

 

• Asthma/allergy  

– Humid buildings are known to cause health problems such as allergies and asthma**** 

– 87% of Europeans think asthma and allergy are a serious problem (Eurobarometer, 2013) 

  

• General well-being 

– Can be affected by dampness in buildings which among others cause ***** 

• Cough, wheeze and bronchitis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

What is at stake?  
Health and indoor comfort 

* World Health Organisation, 2009: “Damp and Mould. Health risks, prevention and remedial actions”  
** Wargocki, P., and Wyon, D.P. (2013) Providing better thermal and air quality conditions in school classrooms would be cost-effective, Building and Environment, 59, 581-589. 
*** “A Literature Review of the Effects of Natural Light on Building Occupants”, L. Edwards and P. Torcellini, National Renewable Energy Laboratory, U.S. Department of Energy, 2002.  
****P. Wargocki, J. Sundell, W. Bischof, et al., Dampness in Buildings and Health (NORDDAMP), Indoor Air, vol. 11, no. 2, pp. 72-86, 2001.  
***** Sundell, 1999; Bornehag et al., 2001 



21 experiments 2005-2013 
Energy, comfort & environment 



21 experiments 2005-2013 
- health improvement 



A gap to be chased 
Energy Efficiency and healthy buildings to go hand in hand 

Customer wishes 
Buildings that support consumers health 

and comfort with low energy costs 

Legislative focus  
Lack of requirements in EU and 
national regulation that support 

energy efficiency and healthy 
buildings 

Existing building mass status 
High energy consumption 

Challenges with e.g. dampness & 
overheating 

EE and health go hand in hand 
Indoor comfort to be further included in EPBD 

Healthy buildings Green paper to come?  
 



Read and view more 
• Sustainable Living in Buildings  

www.velux.com/sustainable_living 

 
• Facts & Figures CR Report 

crreport.velux.com 

 
• Active House newsletter & community 

www.activehouse.info 

 
• Daylight & Architecture #20 

http://da.velux.com/current_issue/tomorrows-houses-today  

 
• Healthy Home guidelines 

http://thedaylightsite.com/circadian-house-principles-and-guidelines-for-healthy-homes  

 
• Own words: 

http://press.velux.com/GLOBAL/STORIES/climate-renovation-demands-daylight/s/ce000d9a-84e6-4d65-980f-5471b8b543a1  
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Thank you for your attention 
 
ingrid.reumert@velux.com 
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